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TAGS: SNAR, PK 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS: CALL ON INTERIOR MINISTER 

1 . IN INITIAL CALL ON NEW INTERIOR MINISTER MAHMUD HAROON, 

I BRIEFED HIM ON NATURE OF USG-GOP COOPERATION IN NARCOTICS 
CONTROL, IDENTIFIED FOR HIM OUR MAJOR CURRENT CONCERNS 
OVER EXISTENCE OF HEROIN LABS IN TRIBAL AREAS AND RISING 
TREND OF OPIUM PRODUCTION IN PAKISTAN, AND URGED HIS SUPPORT 
FOR GREATER ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS. 

2. TO MY SURPRISE THE NEW MINISTER APPEARED TO BE WELL 
BRIEFED. NOT SO SURPRISING FOR A POLITICAL" MINISTER IN 
ZIA'S NEW CTVTI TANKED CABINET, WAS HAROON'S SMOOTH (AND 
LARGELY POLITICALLY ORIENTED) EXPLANATION OF THE DIFFICULTIES 
ASSOCIATED WITH EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT ACTION IN THE TRIBAL 
AREAS. IN ADDITION TO THE STANDARD (AND REAL) PROBLEMS 

OF LOW INCOMES IN THE AREA, SPECIAL STATUS OF TRIBAL AREAS, 

ETC., WHICH MOST GOP OFFICIALS CITE AS IMPEDIMENTS TO 
EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT ACTION, HAROON DWELT AT LENGTH ON 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN 
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FOR MORE STRINGENT MEASURES AGAINST OPIUM AND HEROIN 
PRODUCERS IN THE TRIBAL BELT. IN SUM, HAROON ARGUED THAT 
THE EXTREME SENSITIVITY IN PAK-AFGHAN RELATIONS AND PAKISTAN'S 
FEARS FOR THE FUTURE MILITATE AGAINST STEPS THAT COULD 
ANTAGONIZE THE PATHANS IN THE TRIBAL AREAS. 

3. HAROON EXPRESSED IN VIGOROUS TERMS GOP ABHORRENCE OF 
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OPIUM PRODUCTION AND TRAFFICKING AND ITS DETERMINATION TO 
DO ALL IT COULD TO ELIMINATE THESE "CRIMINAL AND MORAL" 

EVILS. NEVERTHELESS. THE WEIGHT OF HIS COMMENTS WAS ON 
WHAT HE AS A PRACTICAL POLITICIAN SAW AS THE REALITIES 
HERE THAT INHIBIT A MORE VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT EFFORT. 

4. COMMENT: WE STILL HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO, BUT WE'LL 
KEEP TRYING. 

HUMMEL 
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